DRAFT CALL FOR PAPERS

Business History, Special Issue on History and the Economic Crisis

This special issue of Business History will focus on the lessons that can be derived from historical analysis about the nature and timing of economic crises.  During the recent crisis – which began in late 2007 and which has, as of this writing, witnessed capital market calamites, heightened perception of counterparty risk, a nearly worldwide downturn in production and higher unemployment, and widespread government efforts to bolster liquidity and confidence – journalists, economists, and policy makers have made frequent use of historical parallels between this crisis and others.   But comparisons have been rather narrowly drawn, mostly from the 1930s.  Moreover, rhetoric like “the worst crisis since the Great Depression” is frequently heard without much serious discussion of how and why the causes, cures, dimensions, and timing of other crises might resemble or differ from our own.  

With a little historical distance, we are hoping that the articles here will provide more historical examples of crises and their aftermaths to help expand our imaginations and to refine our analysis in dealing with the current crisis, which hopefully will be behind us before publication.  These contributions that might help:

Expand on the our understanding of the causes and perhaps cures for economic crises;

Avoid public despair or complacency;

Better understand the economic benefits and risks of our current financial configuration;

Better understand the benefits and pitfalls of immediate cures;

As well as better understand the potential long-term impact on society of the crises themselves and regulatory responses.

The special issue is intended to address these issues broadly.  We welcome articles covering a wide geographic area that deal with specific crises in history from which lessons can be learned, debunk false analogies, recount journalist and other popular portrayals of crises, discuss typologies of crisis (dating, and liquidity, credit, panic, mania driven) and papers that deal generally with the issue of drawing policy lessons from history at all.  Although this special issue might be best seen as an attempt to revisit some of the insights of Charles Kindleberger, our focus will be the 19th and 20th centuries and will not necessarily lead to a “stylized categorization” of crises.  We are aiming to attract original research and publish six to eight articles.  The collection will be introduced by Christopher Kobrak and Mira Wilkins.    

It will be edited by Christopher Kobrak, ESCP Europe, as guest editor, and John Wilson and Steve Toms as executive editors of the journal.  All articles will be between 6,000 and 8,000 words, including notes.

Proposals of between 500 and 1,000 words are invited and should follow the following format:

Title

Author (s), institution (s), contact details

Topic

Argument

Sources

Contribution to existing knowledge

Notes: use single space, 6pt after paragraph, New Times Roman, size 11.  Please add any references as endnotes and keep them to a minimum.  Proposals should be sent to the following e-mail address: kobrak@escpeurope.eu
The timetable for the special issue is:
September 1, 2009 – Issue Call for Papers

October 31, 2009 – Deadline for receipt of proposals

December 15, 2010 – Notification to authors who have made the short-list for publication in the special issue, subject to peer review.

March 30, 2010 – First draft of Manuscripts received and distributed to outside referees.

May 31, 2010 – Deadline for referee reports.

July 31, 2010 – Deadline for revisions.

October 2010 – Publication.

Some of the authors’ whose submissions are not chosen will be asked to provide commentary on the other papers.

Guidelines Notes:

1) Articles can be based on original research or innovative analysis.

2) The main findings should not be published elsewhere.

3) Proposals are welcome from individuals with advanced- or early-staged research.

4) Articles should be well-contextualized in theoretical and empirical literatures.

5) Authors are welcomed from all disciplines dealing with current problems, but their work must involve substantial historical analysis.  We define historically as anything over ten years.  The Asian and LTCM crises of the late 1990s, for example, are on the edge of the period we wish to discuss.

